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Bureau courts weakened the civil courts and their
frequent interference in trivial matters was not
conducive to a return to normal conditions.

The inferior agents, not sufficiently under the
control of their superiors, were responsible for a
great deal of this bad feeling. Many of them held
radical opinions as to the relations of the races, and
inculcated these views in their courts, in the schools,
and in the new negro churches. Some were charged
with even causing strikes and other difficulties in
order to be bought off by the whites. The tend-
ency of their work was to create in the negroes a
pervasive distrust of the whites.

The prevalent delusion in regard to an impend-
ing division of the lands among the blacks had its
origin in the operation of the war-time confiscation
laws, in some of the Bureau legislation, and in Gen-
eral Sherman's Sea Island order, but it was further
fostered by the agents until most blacks firmly
believed that each head of a family was to get "40
acres and a mule." This belief seriously interfered
with industry and resulted also in widespread
swindling by rascals who for years made a prac-
tice of selling fraudulent deeds to land with red,
white, and blue sticks to mark off the bounds of a
chosen spot on the former master's plantation. The